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Gemini and Apollo Astronaut, Capt. Jim Lovell Dies at 97 

 
Known to most of the world as the commander of Apollo 13, Jim Lovell’s life encompassed far more. Beyond 
his heroism, which led to his accolades inscribed forever in history books along with world-wide fame on the 
silver screen, his flawless character, and devout love of family ultimately defined his true greatness. 
 
Jim Lovell was born in Cleveland, Ohio on March 25, 1928. A graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, Lovell 
became a naval aviator and later graduated from the Navy Test Pilot School at Patuxent River. He graduated 
first in his class at the test pilot school, a class that included two other future astronauts, Wally Schirra and 
Charles “Pete” Conrad. 
 
Lovell was selected with the second group of astronauts in 1962. That group was regarded by many, including 
the astronauts themselves, as the finest group. His first flight crew assignment was as back-up pilot for 
Gemini 4 and would lead to his being named to the prime crew of Gemini 7 along with Frank Borman. Here 
they executed rendezvous and long duration stays which were aspects of space flight that had to be 
demonstrated in preparation for Project Apollo. 
 
After serving as the back-up command pilot for Gemini 9, Lovell flew next as the command pilot on Gemini 
12, the final flight of Project Gemini.  With the conclusion of Project Gemini, Lovell moved on to Project 
Apollo, being named to the Apollo 8 back-up crew along with Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin.  The Apollo 8 
prime crew consisted of Frank Borman, Michael Collins and William Anders.  The normal crew rotation would 
have put him in line to fly on Apollo 11; that assignment was not meant to be.   
 
In July 1968, Michael Collins, the originally assigned Apollo 8 command module pilot (CMP) required back 
surgery, resulting in Lovell being moved up to the prime crew, replacing Collins.  And so it was that the crew 
of Borman, Lovell and Anders became the first men to reach the moon, entering lunar orbit on December 24, 
1968. The mission will be remembered by many for the crew’s reading from the Book of Genesis while in 
lunar orbit on Christmas Eve and the renowned “Earthrise” photo taken by Anders. 
 
Following the success of Apollo 8, Lovell was named the back-up commander of Apollo 11.  With that 
mission’s success in achieving man’s first lunar landing, Lovell was named as the commander of Apollo 13. On 
April 11, 1970, the crew of Apollo 13, Lovell, Jack Swigert and Fred Haise, launched from the Kennedy Space 
Center to begin the mission intended to conduct man’s third lunar landing. The crew had truly embraced the 
geological aspects of their mission, and their mission patch read, “Ex Luna, Scientia” - from the moon, 
knowledge. Unfortunately, an explosion would prevent the crew from reaching the lunar surface but 
thankfully the now legendary teamwork of the crew in space in conjunction with all the earthbound members 
of mission control, the astronaut corps and NASA management, as well as countless contractor personnel 
working tirelessly around the clock, resulted in the crew returning safely to Earth.   
 
Retiring from the Navy and NASA in 1973, Capt. Lovell entered private industry and in 1997 became the 
second Chairman of the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation, leading the organization until 2004. Working 



diligently around the clock he unselfishly gave of his time and talents to propel the Foundation to new 
heights, increasing scholarships awarded as well as space and STEM awareness across the country.  
Current ASF Chairman Curt Brown shared, “Jim Lovell grew and nurtured ASF like no other; his character and 
work ethic helped to formulate the success and impact that ASF has on education and world changing 
research and technology today.” 
 
The unwavering character of this legendary American hero proves to our human race that the pinnacle of a 
gentleman and a scholar is elusive to most but embodied by one Captain James Lovell. The entire world 
mourns your eternal launch from our earthly bounds but forever gives thanks for your astounding service to 
all mankind; Godspeed, Sir. 
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