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Astronaut Scholarship Foundation names Colleen Middlebrooks as new president and CEO 
25-year nonprofit leader and Space Coast native to begin new role on July 30 

ORLANDO — The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) today announced Brevard County native Colleen 
Middlebrooks has been appointed president and CEO, effective July 30. In her new role, she will oversee 
ASF’s national scholarship and outreach programs dedicated to advancing science, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM). 

“Colleen has extensive experience in fundraising, donor relations and management, helping numerous 
nonprofits drive growth and development,” said Curt Brown, ASF board chair and veteran NASA astronaut. 
“Her background and enthusiasm position her well to build on the Foundation’s legacy and increase its national 
impact.” 

Middlebrooks brings more than 25 years of experience in nonprofit leadership. She most recently served as 
vice president of development at the Astronauts Memorial Foundation, where she led fundraising and donor 
engagement efforts to support space-related education initiatives. She also spent seven years as executive 
director of advancement at Holy Trinity Episcopal Academy in Melbourne, where she led a team that raised 
more than $17 million in six years to support major campus development. Other career experience includes 
time at The Scott Center for Autism Treatment at the Florida Institute of Technology. Middlebrooks began her 
career in education, with time spent in both public and private school systems. 

“I grew up near the Kennedy Space Center and witnessed the evolution of the U.S. space program firsthand,” 
Middlebrooks said. “It’s a privilege to support such exceptional college students and to work with a community 
passionate about advancing science, technology, engineering and math. I look forward to building new 
opportunities for the next generation of leaders and growing the Foundation’s impact in shaping the future of 
American innovation.” 

About the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation 
The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that awards scholarships to 
the brightest college students in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). ASF was created 
in 1984 by the six surviving Mercury 7 astronauts to ensure the United States would maintain its leadership in 
science and technology. Today, the Foundation continues to honor that legacy by supporting exceptional 
scholars, promoting innovation and inspiring the next generation of explorers. 
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