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Astronaut Scholarship Foundation receives $150,000 donation in honor of veteran NASA Astronaut 
Major General Joe Engle to sponsor Astronaut Scholarships at the University of Kansas 

Jeanie Engle, widow of veteran NASA astronaut Maj. Gen. Joe Engle, donates $150,000 to support Astronaut 
Scholars at his alma mater, the University of Kansas. 

  
ORLANDO – The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) today announced a generous $150,000 donation 
from Jeanie Engle to sponsor Astronaut Scholarships at the University of Kansas (KU) in honor of her late 
husband, veteran NASA Astronaut Major General Joe Engle. The gift honors Maj. Gen. Engle’s legacy by 
providing financial assistance to Astronaut Scholars at the University of Kansas, Maj. Gen. Engle’s alma mater. 
Since 2015, KU has been a proud ASF university partner, and this gift marks a meaningful milestone that 
provides the university with a dedicated Astronaut Scholarship sponsor. 
 
Maj. Gen. Engle was well known for his remarkable impact on the space industry, including being the first 
human to ever fly two-winged vehicles into space. Before joining NASA, he made 16 flights in the X-15 
research aircraft. On June 29, 1965, he ascended above 50 miles and earned his FAA Astronaut Wings, 
making him the only person to attain an astronaut status before NASA selection. He went on to command two 
approach and landing tests of the Space Shuttle Enterprise prototype and flew two Space Shuttle missions: 
STS-2 aboard Columbia and STS-51I aboard Discovery, ultimately flying more than 185 aircraft throughout his 
career. A passionate advocate for education, Engle dedicated his post-NASA years to inspiring young students 
in STEM fields. 
 
“Joe’s journey began at the University of Kansas, and it played a defining role in shaping his extraordinary 
career,” said Jeanie Engle. “He’s always believed in the power of hard work, curiosity and education, and this 
Astronaut Scholarship reflects those values. I hope this gift inspires future generations of Astronaut Scholars at 
KU to pursue their dreams, reach for the stars and change the world.” 
 
The University of Kansas is part of a network of 51 university partners nationwide that participate in the 
Astronaut Scholarship Foundation’s merit-based scholarship program, which awards up to $15,000 to 
outstanding college juniors and seniors pursuing careers in STEM fields. Aside from financial assistance, the 
Astronaut Scholarship Foundation also provides mentorship, access to ASF’s extensive alumni network and 
professional development opportunities to its Astronaut Scholars. Jeanie Engle’s donation on behalf of Maj. 
Gen. Engle will fund the scholarship for the next 10 years. 
 
“Maj. Gen. Engle’s legacy represents everything we hope to instill in our Astronaut Scholars,” said Curt Brown, 
Chairman of ASF’s Board of Directors and veteran NASA Space Shuttle Astronaut. “Thanks to Jeanie’s 
generous gift, Astronaut Scholars at the University of Kansas will now follow in his footsteps with the support of 
the ASF community behind them.” 
 
The first University of Kansas Astronaut Scholar to benefit from Jeanie Engle’s donation on behalf of Maj. Gen. 
Engle is Alexa Magstadt, a 2025 Astronaut Scholar pursuing a bachelor’s degree in molecular, cellular and 
developmental biology. She will formally accept her 2025 Astronaut Scholarship certificate at the Innovators 
Gala on Aug. 16, 2025, in Houston, Texas. 
 
"Receiving this scholarship is both an incredible honor and a deep responsibility,” said 2025 Astronaut Scholar 
Alexa Magstadt. “Maj. Gen. Engle’s legacy is an inspiration, and I’m grateful to the Astronaut Scholarship 
Foundation and Jeanie Engle for this opportunity. This support empowers me to continue pursuing my passion 
for science and contribute to advancements that can make a difference in the world." 
 

https://www.astronautscholarship.org/
https://www.ku.edu/
https://www.astronautscholarship.org/events/innovators-gala/
https://www.astronautscholarship.org/events/innovators-gala/


ASF is dedicated to empowering the best and brightest college students in STEM through scholarships, 
mentorship and professional development opportunities. To learn more about ASF and how you can contribute 
to future Astronaut Scholars, visit our website here.  
  
About the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation 
The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) is an Orlando-based, 501(c)(3) nonprofit commemorating the 
legacy of America’s pioneering astronauts. Founded in 1984 by the six surviving Mercury 7 Astronauts, ASF 
partners with industry leaders, universities and individual donors to support and reward exceptional college 
students pursuing degrees in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). Over the past 40 
years, more than $10 million has been awarded to nearly 900 college students. ASF is a four-star rated 
organization by Charity Navigator.  
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