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Rick Mastracchio and Trent Kingery appointed to the
Astronaut Scholarship Foundation Board of Trustees

ORLANDO — The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) is proud to announce the appointment of veteran NASA
astronaut Rick Mastracchio and 1998 Astronaut Scholar alum and 2022 Neil Armstrong™ Award of Excellence awardee,
retired Marine Maj. Trent Kingery to the ASF Board of Trustees.

"We are delighted to welcome Mastracchio and Kingery to the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation Board of Trustees,"
said Lisa Schott, ASF’s trustees chair. "Mastracchio and Kingery both bring decades of hands-on experience from
engineering and flight operations to space exploration. Their STEM careers and personal journeys, combined with their
deep involvement in ASF, will provide invaluable insight as we continue to empower tomorrow's innovators in the U.S."

Mastracchio is a veteran NASA astronaut and aerospace industry leader with over 30 years of experience in spaceflight,
engineering and business development. Mastracchio is the senior director of strategy and business development at
Northrop Grumman. During his time at NASA, he served as an engineer, flight controller, program manager and
astronaut. He completed three Space Shuttle missions and one long-duration mission aboard the International Space
Station, logging 228 days in space and conducting nine spacewalks.

Mastracchio earned a bachelor's degree in electrical engineering and computer science from the University of
Connecticut in 1982, a master's degree in systems engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 1987 and a
master’s degree in physical science from the University of Houston-Clear Lake in 1992.

“As an ASF supporter for the past eight years, I've seen many Astronaut Scholars turn ambitions into achievements,”
said Mastracchio. “From my own journey as an engineer to my time aboard the Space Shuttle and International Space
Station, | know the power of hard work fueled by opportunity. The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation gives students that
launchpad, and I’'m proud to continue helping them toward their future STEM careers.”

Kingery is an accomplished aerospace leader, aviator and engineer with over 35 years of distinguished service across
military, government and commercial aviation. Currently, Kingery is a 737 First Officer with United Airlines, and he
previously served for 24 years in the United States Marine Corps as an FA-18 pilot, head flight instructor, acquisition
professional and avionics technician. Kingery also recently retired as a supervisory Research Pilot and the Chief of
Aviation Safety at NASA’s Johnson Space Center where he trained astronauts in the T-38N jet trainer and flew airborne
science missions in Gulfstream business jets across the world. He has accumulated over 4,600 flight hours, 695 combat
flight hours and flown over 25 different types of aircraft.

Kingery earned his bachelor's degree in aerospace engineering from North Carolina State University, where he was
awarded the Astronaut Scholarship in 1998 and graduated in 1999. Kingery also earned his master’s degree in systems
engineering from the Naval Postgraduate School in 2010, a bachelor’s degree in electronic systems technologies from
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale in 2015 and will earn his doctoral degree in systems engineering from
Colorado State University in December of 2025. Kingery was awarded the ASF Neil Armstrong™ Award of Excellence in
2022.

“The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation believed in me when | was an undergraduate student with big dreams and
limited resources,” said Kingery. “Receiving the Astronaut Scholarship in 1998 opened doors for me that ultimately led
me from the classroom to working in the aerospace/aviation industry. I’'m honored to give back to the Astronaut


https://www.astronautscholarship.org/

Scholarship Foundation and join its board of trustees to help ensure that future Astronaut Scholars continue to have the
same opportunities to excel in their desired STEM fields.”

As trustees, Mastracchio and Kingery will join a distinguished group of individuals that provide their expertise and
guidance to ASF and serve as ambassadors to further ASF’s mission to support the very best and brightest scholars in
STEM. Mastracchio and Kingery’s expertise will help guide the strategic direction, ensure accountability and strengthen
ASF’s ability to inspire and support tomorrow’s innovators.

The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation was created in 1984 by the six surviving Mercury 7 astronauts (Scott Carpenter,
Gordon Cooper, John Glenn, Walter Schirra, Alan Shepard and Deke Slayton), Betty Grissom, William Douglas and Henri
Landwirth. The incredible efforts of these legends have shaped ASF’s mission to support and reward exceptional college
students pursuing degrees in STEM. Over the past 41 years, more than $10 million has been awarded to over 900 college
students. To learn more about ASF, visit its website.

About the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation

The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that awards scholarships to
the brightest college students in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). ASF was created
in 1984 by the six surviving Mercury 7 astronauts to ensure the United States would maintain its leadership in
science and technology. Today, the Foundation continues to honor that legacy by supporting exceptional
scholars, promoting innovation and inspiring the next generation of explorers.
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