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Astronaut Scholarship Foundation Announces Historic $500,000 Gift from Jared
Isaacman

Largest individual donation in ASF history will fuel the future of innovation and exploration

ORLANDO — The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) today announced a
transformational $500,000 personal commitment from NASA Administrator Jared Isaacman—
the largest one-time individual gift in the organization’s history and a significant personal
contribution from an individual donor in support of STEM education.

The five-year pledge marks a milestone investment in ASF’s mission to support exceptional
college students pursuing degrees in science, technology, engineering and mathematics
(STEM), reinforcing the Foundation’s role in preparing the next generation of innovators,
problem-solvers and explorers.

The investment comes at a pivotal time, as ASF continues to support the Artemis generation—
students poised to launch the next era of exploration, from the Moon to missions beyond.

“This extraordinary commitment represents a defining moment for the Astronaut Scholarship
Foundation,” said Colleen Middlebrooks, President and CEO of ASF. “Jared’s investment will
elevate our ability to identify and support the nation’s most promising STEM students while
reinforcing the importance of building a strong pipeline of talent for the future. This is a truly
organization-changing gift—one that will expand opportunity, strengthen our mission and impact
scholars for generations to come.”

Isaacman has long demonstrated a commitment to advancing space exploration and inspiring
future generations. His gift to ASF represents his largest philanthropic investment to date in a
national educational STEM organization.

“Throughout my career, I've been inspired by those who push the boundaries of what’s
possible—and by the people who are determined to go even further,” said Isaacman. “That’s
exactly what the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation is doing—championing students who take
risks, tackle hard problems and pursue bold ideas. ASF isn’t just supporting scholars—it’s
fueling a community of innovators connected to those who have led exploration firsthand. These
students are the Artemis generation, and their potential is limitless. I'm incredibly excited to
support their journey as they push beyond what we know today.”


https://www.astronautscholarship.org/

Founded in 1984 by the Mercury 7 astronauts, ASF has awarded more than $10 million in
scholarships to outstanding STEM students nationwide. In addition to financial support, the
Foundation provides Astronaut Scholars with unparalleled access to mentorship from
astronauts, professional development opportunities and lifelong engagement in a network of
leaders shaping the future of science and technology.

Isaacman’s gift will directly enhance ASF’s ability to attract, fund and support top scholars
across the country, strengthening the pipeline of talent essential to maintaining U.S. leadership
in innovation and space exploration.

About the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation

The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that awards
scholarships to the brightest college students in science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM). ASF was created in 1984 by the six surviving Mercury 7 astronauts to
ensure the United States would maintain its leadership in science and technology. Today, the
Foundation continues to honor that legacy by supporting exceptional scholars, promoting
innovation and inspiring the next generation of explorers.
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