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Astronaut Scholarship Foundation Expands Its National Footprint to Empower 
Tomorrow’s Innovators 

 
New University Partners Strengthen ASF’s Mission to Support the Next Generation of STEM 

Leaders 
 
ORLANDO — The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation announced the addition of four new 
university partners, expanding its national network and strengthening its mission to support 
outstanding students pursuing careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics.  

The new partner institutions are Rice University, Tarleton State University, the University of 
North Dakota and the University of Cincinnati. The expansion extends ASF’s reach into new 
regions and student communities while reinforcing its long-standing commitment to academic 
excellence, leadership and innovation. 

“These partnerships reflect the continued relevance of ASF’s founding mission and the growing 
demand for leadership in STEM fields critical to our nation’s future workforce,” said Colleen 
Middlebrooks, ASF President and CEO. “By expanding our university network, we are investing 
in the next generation of innovators who will carry forward the spirit of exploration and service 
that defines our organization.” 

The partnerships were introduced through a series of campus events held throughout January: 

• Rice University — Jan. 20, featuring remarks from Apollo 16 astronaut and ASF 
Chairman Emeritus Charlie Duke 

• Tarleton State University — Jan. 22, featuring remarks from Apollo 16 astronaut and ASF 
Chairman Emeritus Charlie Duke 

• University of North Dakota — Jan. 26, featuring remarks from Space Shuttle astronaut 
and University of North Dakota alum, Karen Nyberg 

• University of Cincinnati — Jan. 28, featuring remarks from Space Shuttle astronaut Fred 
Gregory 

“With each new university partner, ASF is expanding its impact and strengthening its national 
presence,” said Middlebrooks. “This moment represents meaningful growth for the Foundation 
and greater opportunity for students across the country.”  

Founded in 1984 by the Mercury 7 astronauts, ASF was established to ensure that the 
leadership, curiosity and determination that defined the early U.S. space program would 
continue through future generations. Today, the Foundation partners with universities nationwide 
to support scholars who are advancing research, innovation and service in critical STEM 
disciplines. 

The announcement marks a milestone in ASF’s continued expansion, highlighting new 
institutional partnerships, broader geographic reach and a growing community of students 
aligned with the Foundation’s mission. 

About Astronaut Scholarship Foundation  



The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that awards 
scholarships to the brightest college students in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM). ASF was created in 1984 by the six surviving Mercury 7 astronauts to 
ensure the United States would maintain its leadership in science and technology. Today, the 
Foundation continues to honor that legacy by supporting exceptional scholars and inspiring the 
next generation of explorers. 
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