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Astronaut Scholarship Foundation Announces Landmark Endowments Honoring Legacy, 
Heritage and Astronaut Leadership 

Monies to help fund two new scholarships at Rice University and Tarleton State University 

ORLANDO — The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) today announced two, transformative 
scholarship endowments that help fulfill the legacy of America’s pioneering astronauts while 
investing at historic levels in the future leaders of science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM). The endowments, which total more than half a million dollars, honor Apollo 
13 Commander Capt. James “Jim” Lovell and Apollo 16 Moonwalker Charlie Duke and establish 
scholarships at two Texas-based universities.  

“These endowments reflect a unified narrative of legacy, leadership and progressive impact that 
has defined ASF since its founding by the Mercury Seven astronauts,” said Curt Brown, board 
chairman of the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation. “Since 1984, we have awarded more than $9 
million to outstanding STEM students nationwide. With these new endowments, ASF continues to 
honor its roots while funding scholars at historic levels and strengthening the next generation of 
innovators.” 

Honoring Jim Lovell’s Enduring Legacy at Rice University 

The Lovell family donated money to create the James A. Lovell, Jr. Family Endowment at ASF to 
create a scholar award at Rice University in honor of Capt. Lovell, one of the most iconic figures in 
human spaceflight.  

“Rice University was a meaningful choice for our family because of its deep and enduring 
connection to America’s space story,” the Lovell family said. “From its hosting of President 
Kennedy’s historic ‘We choose to go to the Moon’ speech to its role in establishing the Johnson 
Space Center, the university helped shape Houston as ‘Space City’ and advance the vision that 
defined Jim Lovell’s generation. Combined with Rice’s national reputation for academic excellence, 
it represents a fitting home for a scholarship that honors Jim’s legacy while investing in the next 
generation of explorers.”  

The scholarship was announced at a special event at Rice University on Jan. 20. Dr. Danika 
Brown, executive director of Rice’s Center for Civic Leadership, said the scholarship represents an 
exciting new avenue for Rice STEM students to synthesize their coursework and research 
experience, while advancing the public good as leaders in their fields.  



   
 

“We are so grateful to the foundation and to the Lovell family for investing in Rice students,” Brown 
said. “We are confident that the foundation will be impressed with our nominees and that selected 
students will have a life-changing experience as Astronaut Scholars.” 

The Duke’s Invest in the Future of STEM at Tarleton State University 

Charlie Duke and his wife, Dotty, endowed the second ASF scholar award to Tarleton State 
University in Stephenville, Texas. “Dotty and I created this endowment at Tarleton to expand 
access to STEM for students in rural Texas. We were very impressed with the President, Faculty, 
Alumni of Tarleton and community of Stephenville for their deep commitment to the lives of the 
TSU students. The ASF scholarship will inspire, validate, and change the lives of students to aim 
high and reach for the stars.” Every gift ASF receives is a part of the legacy started by the Mercury 
astronauts, helping to fuel our Astronaut Scholars as they continually seek to improve our world 
and beyond.  

The scholarship was announced at an event on January 22 at the university that emphasized the 
role of higher education in building up the STEM workforce. Duke was honored for his lifelong 
commitment to leadership, service and education – values that align with ASF’s mission. 

About the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation 

The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that awards 
scholarships to the brightest college students in science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM). ASF was created in 1984 by the six surviving Mercury 7 astronauts to ensure the United 
States would maintain its leadership in science and technology. Today, the Foundation continues to 
honor that legacy by supporting exceptional scholars, promoting innovation and inspiring the next 
generation of explorers. 
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