
   
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

January 26, 2026 

Honoring a Medical Pioneer: Astronaut Scholarship Foundation Announces New Donor for 
University of Michigan Astronaut Scholarship in Memory of Dr. Robert Bartlett 

Orlando, FL — The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) announces new donor James “Jim” 
Mault, MD, for the University of Michigan Astronaut Scholarship, dedicated in memory of his 
mentor, the late Robert H. Bartlett, MD, a world-renowned surgeon, innovator and educator. 

The multi-year scholarship will support an outstanding STEM student at the University of Michigan. 
This dedication honors both Dr. Bartlett’s legacy of mentorship and groundbreaking medical 
research, as well as ASF’s mission to invest in the next generation of science and technology 
leaders. 

The announcement coincides with the celebration of the life and legacy of Dr Bartlett at the 
University of Michigan today (Celebration of Life Event at the University of Michigan). 

ASF Board of Trustee member, Dr. Mault, shared “Dr. Bartlett believed deeply in empowering 
young people to push boundaries and solve problems others thought impossible. This scholarship 
honors his legacy by supporting students pursuing transformative research at the University of 
Michigan who embody his boundless enthusiasm and commitment to advancing knowledge and 
improving lives.”  

“Dr. Bartlett’s legacy of innovation, mentorship and life-changing impact reflects the very spirit we 
strive to champion through our Astronaut Scholars,” said Curt Brown, Chairman of ASF’s Board of 
Directors and veteran NASA Space Shuttle Astronaut. “Thanks to Dr. Mault’s generous gift, 
outstanding students at the University of Michigan will now carry that legacy forward, supported by 
the ASF community as they pursue research leading to discoveries that will shape the future.” 

Honoring Dr. Bartlett’s Legacy 

Dr. Robert H. Bartlett, often called the “Father of ECMO (Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation),” 
revolutionized critical care through decades of pioneering research at the University of Michigan 
and beyond. His revelations in life-support technology have saved lives on a global scale. His 
career was recently highlighted in New York Times Bartlett Obituary, recognizing him as the “father 
of an innovative life-support system.” 

Elected to the National Academy of Inventors and widely respected as a mentor and educator, Dr. 
Bartlett remained deeply committed to medical advancement throughout his life. 

The new scholarship also reflects the University of Michigan’s distinguished history in exploration 
and discovery. As celebrated in the Michigan Alumnus feature “Rocket Men,” UM has produced 
notable astronauts, including the all-alumni Apollo 15 crew, highlighting the University’s 
longstanding contributions to space science and leadership. By honoring Dr. Bartlett’s legacy, this 
scholarship supports future Wolverines who will follow the tradition of exploration and impact. 

https://lsa.umich.edu/onsf/scholarships/current-undergraduate-tuition-research/astronaut-scholarship.html
https://medschool.umich.edu/events/robert-h-bartlett-celebration-bobs-life-and-his-marvelous-friends/2026-01-25
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/08/science/robert-h-bartlett-dead.html


   
 

About the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation 

The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that awards 
scholarships to the brightest college students in science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM). ASF was created in 1984 by the six surviving Mercury 7 astronauts to ensure the United 
States would maintain its leadership in science and technology. Today, the Foundation continues to 
honor that legacy by supporting exceptional scholars and inspiring the next generation of 
explorers. 
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