
 

U. S. Astronaut Hall of Fame® at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex  

to Welcome Veteran NASA Astronauts Joe Tanner and Tom Akers 

 
Induction scheduled for May 16, 2026 

 

 

CAPE CANAVERAL (January 8, 2026) – KENNEDY SPACE CENTER – The Astronaut 

Scholarship Foundation has announced that veteran NASA astronauts Tom Akers and Joe Tanner will 

be inducted into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame®, located at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex. 

Akers and Tanner will join the distinguished group of American space pioneers whose careers helped 

shape the Space Shuttle Program, International Space Station assembly, and some of NASA’s most 

complex and historic missions. 

“The U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame welcomes two distinguished astronauts whose careers exemplify 

excellence, leadership, and service to human spaceflight,” said Curt Brown, chairman of the Astronaut 

Scholarship Foundation. “Joe Tanner and Tom Akers made lasting contributions to NASA and the 

advancement of our nation’s space program, and both have continued to extend their impact beyond 

NASA as educators and mentors. Their dedication and commitment reflect the very best of the astronaut 

corps, and we are honored to induct them into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame at Kennedy Space Center 

Visitor Complex.” 

The official induction ceremony and gala will take place at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex on 

May 16th, set against the iconic backdrop of Space Shuttle Atlantis®, and hosted by the Astronaut 

Scholarship Foundation. The event will bring together astronaut legends, scholars, industry leaders, and 

space enthusiasts to celebrate the newest Hall of Fame inductees. 

Both Akers and Tanner served NASA in critical leadership and operational roles beyond their 

spaceflights, helping to shape mission success, astronaut training, and future exploration initiatives. 

Akers served NASA for a decade as an astronaut and senior leader, supporting shuttle software 

development, EVA procedures, and mission operations, and holding key management roles including 

acting deputy director of flight crew operations and deputy director of mission operations. Following 

their NASA careers, both have remained deeply committed to education, mentorship, and STEM 

advocacy. Tanner worked at NASA for more than two decades, contributing as a research pilot, flight 

http://www.kennedyspacecenter.com/


instructor, Extravehicular Activity (EVA) Branch Chief, and Mission Management Team astronaut, and 

later supporting advanced exploration projects including the Altair Lunar Lander.  

Tom Akers, STS-41, STS-49, STS-61, STS-79 

Raised in Eminence, Missouri, Tom Akers earned bachelor’s and 

master’s degrees in applied mathematics from the University of 

Missouri–Rolla. During college, he worked summers as a national 

park ranger and, following graduation, served as a high school 

principal before joining the U.S. Air Force in 1979. 

Tom served as an air-to-air missile data analyst at Eglin Air Force 

Base before being selected for the USAF Test Pilot School flight 

test engineer program. After graduating in 1983, he spent four 

years as a flight test engineer on multiple weapon system 

development programs, flying in aircraft including the T-38, F-4, 

and F-15. A private pilot, Tom accumulated more than 2,500 flight 

hours in 25 different aircraft. 

Selected by NASA as a mission specialist in 1987, Tom served in 

numerous leadership and operational roles, including shuttle software development, EVA procedures and 

tool development, and as a “Cape Crusader” supporting Shuttle launches at Kennedy Space Center. He 

also served as Acting Deputy Director of Flight Crew Operations, Deputy Director of Mission 

Operations, and Technical Assistant to the Johnson Space Center Director. 

Tom flew four Space Shuttle missions between 1990 and 1996. On STS-41 (October 1990), he was 

responsible for deploying the Ulysses spacecraft. During STS-49 (May 1992), the first flight of Space 

Shuttle Endeavour, he participated in the historic and unplanned first-ever three-person spacewalk, 

successfully capturing and repairing the stranded Intelsat VI satellite and installing a new rocket motor. 

On STS-61 (December 1993), the first Hubble Space Telescope repair mission, he performed two EVAs 

and served as the IV crewmember for three more that resulted in the successful repair of the Hubble 

Space Telescope. His final mission, STS-79 (September 1996), was a resupply and crew exchange flight 

to the Russian space station Mir, where he served as Flight Engineer overseeing the transfer of more 

than 3.5 tons of supplies. 

Across his spaceflight career, Tom logged more than 800 hours in space and 29 hours of spacewalk time. 

Tom left NASA in 1997 to return to the USAF as the AFROTC commander at the University of MO-

Rolla (now Missouri University of Science and Technology).  He retired from the Air Force in 1999 

after a 20-year career with the rank of Colonel and took a position as Instructor of Mathematics at UMR, 

teaching and advising for the next eleven years.  He retired in 2010 and he and his wife Kaye now live 

on their small farm near Eminence.  In retirement, he has stayed busy.  He has served on six different 

NASA independent review teams for HST servicing missions and NASA development programs.   He 

worked summers for over 20 years as a trail boss for the Cross Country Trail Ride in Eminence.  He also 



is a member of a group that raises money for scholarships and projects for the students of the Eminence 

R-1 schools.  He enjoys horseback riding, hunting, fishing, land surveying, square baling hay and 

spending time with his son David and daughter Jessica, and his and Kaye’s five grandchildren.  Tom 

continues to volunteer his time speaking at schools to encourage students to continue their education, 

especially in the areas of science and technology. 

 

Joe Tanner, STS-66 (Atlantis), STS-82 (Discovery), STS-97 (Endeavour), STS-115 (Atlantis) 

Born January 21, 1950, in Danville, Illinois, Joe Tanner earned a 

degree in mechanical engineering from the University of Illinois 

before joining the U.S. Navy to pursue his passion for flying. After 

earning his Naval Aviator Wings in 1975, he trained in the A-7E 

Corsair II and cruised the Pacific aboard the USS Coral Sea. 

Flying high-performance jets fueled his long-held interest in 

human spaceflight, leading him to join NASA in 1984 as a 

research pilot and flight instructor at Johnson Space Center. 

While he has logged more than 9,000 flight hours in a variety of 

aircraft, one of his favorites will always be the Shuttle Training 

Aircraft in which he taught astronaut pilots how to land the Space 

Shuttle. After eight years supporting NASA missions, he was 

selected as a member of NASA’s 1992 astronaut class, Group 14. 

During his 16-year astronaut career, Joe flew four Space Shuttle missions. His first flight, ATLAS-3, 

STS-66 (Atlantis), studied Earth’s atmosphere and the ozone layer. His second mission, STS-82 

(Discovery), was the second servicing mission to the Hubble Space Telescope, during which he 

performed two spacewalks to upgrade and repair critical components. His final two missions, STS-97 

(Endeavour) and STS-115 (Atlantis), focused on International Space Station assembly, where he led 

EVA teams that installed two major truss segments containing half of the solar arrays currently powering 

the station. 

Over the course of his career, Joe performed seven spacewalks totaling more than 46 hours and logged 

1,069 hours in space. Between flights, he performed two tours supporting crew activities and launches 

and landings at the Kennedy Space Center.  He also served as the EVA Branch Chief and worked on 

several special projects to include the Altair Lunar Lander. When not in training for his own flights, he 

supported nearly every Shuttle mission as an Office representative to the Mission Management Team 

and was a member of several problem resolution teams, especially if an EVA was required. 

After retiring from NASA, Joe chose to give back to future generations as a Teaching Professor in the 

Aerospace Engineering Sciences Department of the University of Colorado Boulder. He taught a two-

semester engineering projects course to Master’s and PhD students for eight years and served as a team 

advisor and grader in the senior design capstone course for three of those years. He found great 



fulfillment teaching and mentoring the students who will be our future leaders. Joe is fully retired now 

and enjoying mountain living with his wife near Ridgway, Colorado. He enjoys hiking, climbing, skiing, 

building projects, working on old cars, and helping his friends and neighbors.  

Joe’s current passion is supporting the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation as an award presenter and 

member of the scholar selection committee. He volunteered to be a mentor as soon as the current 

program was established and has been immensely rewarded to serve ASF scholars in that capacity for 

over 10 years. He also frequently gives space-related presentations to local organizations and schools 

with audiences of all ages. He works closely with a non-profit in Telluride that focuses on encouraging 

students in southwest Colorado to pursue education and careers in STEM fields. 

U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame Induction Process and Eligibility 

Each year, inductees are selected by a committee of Hall of Fame astronauts, former NASA officials, 

flight directors, historians and journalists. The process is administered by the Astronaut Scholarship 

Foundation. To be eligible, an astronaut must have made his or her first flight at least 15 years before 

the induction. Candidates must be a U.S. citizen and a NASA-trained Space Shuttle Commander, Pilot, 

Mission Specialist, or an International Space Station (ISS) Commander or Flight Engineer who has 

orbited the Earth at least once. 

The U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame was spearheaded more than 30 years ago by the six surviving Mercury 

7 astronauts. In November 2016, a new U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame opened at Kennedy Space Center 

Visitor Complex, as part of the Heroes & Legends attraction. 

The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) participated in creating a venue where space travelers 

could be remembered – the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame, which opened in 1990. Today, the foundation 

serves as a consultant for the Hall of Fame, which includes conducting the selection process of 

astronauts for enshrinement by an outside committee. The Foundation's mission is to aid the U.S. in 

retaining its world leadership in science and technology by providing scholarships to extraordinary 

college students who exhibit motivation, imagination and exceptional performance in these fields, and 

facilitate programs to educate the public about the impact and importance of science, technology, 

engineering and math (STEM) education in the United States. Since the inception of ASF, more than $10 

million in scholarships have been distributed to more than 900 exceptional students in the fields of 

STEM at 55 university partners across the country with support from astronauts from the Mercury, 

Gemini, Apollo, Skylab, Space Shuttle and Space Station programs who participate in this educational 

endeavor. For more information, visit www.AstronautScholarship.org.  

About Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex 

Go beyond imagination and into something real at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex. Named the 

No. 1 U.S. Attraction by Tripadvisor’s 2025 Travelers’ Choice Awards, Kennedy Space Center Visitor 

Complex gets visitors up close to real flight flown artifacts, meet a veteran NASA astronaut, feel the 

rumble of a rocket launch, and so much more. Just 45 minutes from Orlando, Fla., Kennedy Space 

Center Visitor Complex opens daily at 9 a.m. with closing times varying by season. The popular two-day 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/oT73CZ6Rzrc9DoPMIKSeUk?domain=astronautscholarship.org


ticket, which can be used for up to six months from purchase and averages a cost of $45 per day, is now 

available for $91 per adult and $81 per child. Single-day admission is $77 per adult; $67 per child. For 

more information, call 877-313-2610 or visit www.KennedySpaceCenter.com.  

 

X: @ExploreSpaceKSC 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/KennedySpaceCenterVisitorComplex  

Podcast: We Choose To Go To Kennedy 

  

#DiscoverSomethingReal   

 

### 

Media Contacts: 

Lauren Walbert, lwalbert@kopublicaffairs.com, 443-683-0294 

Russell Bruhn, RBruhn@delawarenorth.com, 321-213-5926  
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