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Astronaut Scholarship Foundation receives $300,000 donation honoring Leslie Fitzgerald Doll’s legacy 

Carol Fitzgerald Tyler, John Tyler and Mark Doll commit one of ASF's largest donations yet to inspire and equip future 

world changing STEM innovators 

 
ORLANDO – The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) today announced the creation of The Leslie Way ASF 
Scholarship Fund in honor of Leslie Fitzgerald Doll established through a $300,000 donation from Carol Fitzgerald Tyler, 
her husband John Tyler and Leslie’s husband, Colonel Mark Doll. This fund honors Leslie Fitzgerald Doll's legacy by 
providing scholarships to exceptional students pursuing careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM), significantly bolstering ASF's mission to nurture future innovators. 
 
On December 3rd, 2023, Leslie’s life was cut short in a tragic accident. This tragic event prompted her family to ensure 
her legacy lived on to inspire the next generation of big dreamers. Leslie Fitzgerald Doll’s life exemplified perseverance 
and a determination to make a meaningful impact. Although spinal meningitis as an infant left her deaf, this challenge 
fueled her many accomplishments and her dream of one day becoming the first deaf female astronaut. 
 
“Throughout her life, Leslie inspired all those around her to aim for the stars despite the obstacles she faced,” says Carol 
Fitzgerald Tyler, ASF Trustee and sister of Fitzgerald Doll. “Her passion for science, aerospace and space exploration, 
combined with her extraordinary resilience, makes this memorial fund a tribute to her legacy to change the world for 
the better. Through this fund, our family wants to encourage students to pursue their boldest ambitions by embodying 
‘The Leslie Way’ which is living a hero’s journey that includes dreaming big, living large and having no regrets.”  
 
"Leslie had a beautiful way of inspiring others," Mark reflects. "She always encouraged people to dream boldly, seek 
mentorship, collaborate with friends, celebrate victories and then embrace the next challenge. But above all, she 
believed in helping others achieve their own dreams." The Leslie Way ASF Scholarship Fund embodies these principles, 
creating an enduring cycle of support and achievement in the STEM community—a fitting tribute to Leslie's spirit of 
lifting others up as they reach for the stars. 
 
The Leslie Way ASF Scholarship Fund will support at least 20 exceptional Astronaut Scholars over the next ten years, 
providing them with financial assistance, mentorship, support, community and access to global business leaders and 
ASF’s extensive alumni network. The fund founders aim to encourage many others to follow in their footsteps because 
the world awaits the brilliance of these scholars.   
 
"Generosity from ASF supporters is the foundation of transforming the lives of our scholars. Our scholars, in turn, offer 
an opportunity for supporters to honor the legacies of their loved ones through lasting remembrance,” says Caroline 
Schumacher, CEO and president of ASF. “We are honored by this generous and deeply personal gift from the Tyler and 
Doll families, which helps ensure that future innovators have the tools they need to change the world."  
 
The first recipient of The Leslie Way ASF Scholarship Fund is Tara Young, a 2023-24 Astronaut Scholar attending the 
University of Washington. Tara was selected by Carol and John Tyler as a 2022-23 Astronaut Scholar in honor of their 
best friend’s granddaughter, Summer Jean Sullivan. Tara’s research focuses on DNA replication, seeking more targeted 
treatment options for cancer, a disease that has affected both families and so many others. 
 

https://astronautscholarship.org/


“Receiving this scholarship is an honor and a responsibility,” says Young. “It has allowed me to fully dedicate my time to 
my research, with the goal of publishing my findings as soon as next year. I am immensely grateful to Carol, John and 
Mark for investing in my future, and in the futures of so many others.” 
 
For more information about The Leslie Way ASF Scholarship Fund, the donors, their mission and how you can contribute 
to future Astronaut Scholars, please visit here. To learn more about ASF and its mission to inspire and equip tomorrow's 
innovators, visit our website here. 
 

About the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation  

The Astronaut Scholarship Foundation (ASF) is an Orlando-based, 501(c)(3) nonprofit commemorating the legacy of 

America’s pioneering astronauts. Founded in 1984 by the six surviving Mercury 7 Astronauts, ASF partners with industry 

leaders, universities and individual donors to support and reward exceptional college students pursuing degrees in 

science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). Over the past 40 years, more than $8.3 million has been 

awarded to nearly 800 college students. In accordance with federal law and U.S. Department of the Treasury policy, this 

institution is prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability.   
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